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Program OVERVIEW

The Summer Research Scholar Program at the Center for Discovery and Innovation (CDI) provides
an authentic and rigorous introduction to the world of biomedical research. By embedding high-
school and undergraduate students in CDI’s labs, we offer them a critical, hands-on experience

contributing to meaningful projects under the close guidance of expert mentors. The program is

designed to build a strong foundation of practical skills and critical thinking, solidifying their

passion for science and preparing them for the next steps in their academic and professional
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Hands-On Research Experiences
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yeast cultures. colonies. microscope.

Our Summer Scholars are doing more than just lending a hand; they are fully integrated into
a hands-on research projects that lie at the core of the CDI’s mission. Working in close
collaboration with the Principal Investigator and the lab team, they are actively engaged in
the entire research lifecycle: from developing hypotheses and collecting data to analyzing
results and contributing to final conclusions. This immersive experience provides them with
invaluable, real-world skills in scientific methodology, data collection & analysis, and critical
thinking, allowing them to make a tangible and meaningful contribution.
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Meet the Principal Investigator (Pl)

Through ‘Meet the PI’ series, our Summer Scholars gained direct access to CDl's
research leaders and their work. The sessions highlighted the incredible diversity
and translational potential of the CDI's science, connecting lab research to real-
world health outcomes.

Just as importantly, Summer Scholars heard about the personal journeys of each P,
discovering that the path to running a lab is filled with curiosity, perseverance, and
unique twists and turns. The series transformed the abstract idea of 'a scientist'
into a tangible, human, and achievable goal.

The series included two Fireside Chats with the CDI leadership:

Chief Scientific Officer
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Director of the Cancer Prevention Precision Control Institute
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(...) and 10 presentations by the CDI’s Principal Investigators (Pls) followed by engaging

discussions (over pizza!).
Infectious Diseases Research Cancer Research
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Nadine Alvarez, Ph.D. Jansy Sarathy, Ph.D. Erika Shor, Ph.D Jigar Desai, Ph.D. Kevin Tong, Ph.D.

Behavioral Research Physician Scientists Medicinal Chemistry
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Abraham Aragones, M.D. Heather Derry-Vick, Ph.D. Sivia Lapidus, M.D. Rachel Rosenstein, James Merritt, Ph.D.
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Career Series

A cornerstone of the professional development programming, the ‘Career Series’
provided our Summer Scholars with invaluable insights into the diverse career
landscape of research and health sciences. By focusing on roles beyond that of a
Principal Investigator, and engaging presentations followed by Q&A, our scholars
discovered a spectrum of opportunities where scientific training is highly valued.

Session #1

Tara Lozy, MS - Research Biostatistician
Andrew Nelson, DVM - Director of Research Animal Models

Session #2

Ya'el Kramer, MS - Director of Biorepository
Chintan Patel, MS, CCRP - Manager of Clinical Research

Session #3

Wenshan Tsao, MS - Coordinator of the Flow Cytometry and Microscopy Core
Sean Fitzgerald, MPH, RBP - Director of Biosafety

Session #4
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Madhuvika Murugan, PhD - Special Research Programs and Communication Lead
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Presentation Workshop

To help students prepare for their presentations at the
Summer Scholars Research Day, we held a hands-on workshop
focused on effective communication. The session provided
practical training on everything from slide creation to public
speaking, giving students a valuable opportunity to practice
their talks in a supportive environment. Participants received
constructive feedback, leaving them better prepared to
confidently and clearly showcase their research findings.

Summer Scholars Research Day

Summer Scholars Research Day served as culmination of an \
intensive Summer Program, celebrating the dedication and . .
intellectual curiosity of our student researchers. The event
provided a dynamic platform for each scholar to present the
findings of their exciting and diverse projects, which spanned
a remarkable range of disciplines. The quality and depth of
the research showcased were a testament to the students'
hard work and the invaluable guidance of their faculty
mentors, marking a successful and inspiring conclusion to a
summer of discovery. - : |

Twenty-four students presented their research:

Summer Research Scholar PI Summer Research Scholar PI
Megan Lloren Dr. Zakrzewski Aloise Hynekamp .
. . Dr. Feinman
Deen Bhora Dr. Loudig Aditya Kasina
Mir Bhora ' Aichetou (Aicha) Ouattara
Jiahn I-!opg Dr. Tong Ena G.e.nao Munoz Dr. Nagajyothi
Jay Kreibich Olivia Zhang
Margot Kapusinski Daniel Amoah Dr. Kreiswirth
Analiese (Ana) Maciel Enriketta (Kiki) Martignoni
Adrian Perono Dr. Makohon-Moore Sehyun (Shannon) Lee Dr. Gengenbacher
Alessandra (Allie) Paganessi Alisha Dave Dr. Sarathy
Zanaya Melchor Dr. Ryu Jasmyn Torres Dr. Kordalewska
Danny Paik Dr. Dalerba Liana Brito Dr. Desai
Mina Kim Dr. Kwok Erica Lee '



Summer Scholars Research Day
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When Where Event
Thursday 1101:_3000AA|\'<|/|_ Auditorium Orientation #1
A -
June 5th 1112:93?0':'\'?/'_ Auditorium Meet the PI Nadine Alvarez, PhD
Thursda e -
] 12ty|’; 1112?0'?:/' Auditorium Meet the PI Abraham Aragones, MD, MS
une .
Thursday, . B}
] 19}3;1 11129;)0':“'& Auditorium Meet the Pl Erika Shor, PhD
une .
Thursda . .
June 26:?1 11129300AP|\|<|/| Auditorium Meet the PI Jansy Sarathy, PhD
u .
Tuesda : -
July ls}cl' 111293?0':% Auditorium Meet the PI Sivia Lapidus, MD
Tuesda : -
1l StK' 1101'3000':“& Zoom Orientation #2 (virtual)
uly .
Thursday, . B}
1l 10tK 11129;)0':“'& Auditorium Meet the Pl Kevin Tong, PhD
uly .
Tuesday, PO Tara Lozy, MS - Research Biostatistician
Jul 15t|"1 3'_00 PM Zoom Career Series Andrew Nelson, DVM - Director of Research Animal
y ' Models
Thursday, 11:00 AM - Fireside Chat: Meet the . .
July 17th 12:30 PM Conference Room SO David Perlin, PhD
Tuesday P Ya'el Kramer, MS - Director of Biorepository
! : i Zoom Career Series Chintan Patel, MS, CCRP - Manager of Clinical
3:00 PM s Mo, g
July 22nd Research
Wednesda : -
July 23rdy' 111293?0':'\'& Auditorium Meet the PI Rachel Rosenstein, MD, PhD
Thursday, 11:00 AM - Fireside Chat: Meet the .
July 24th 12:30 PM Conference Room CPPCI Director Lisa Carter-Bawa, Ph.D., MPH, APRN, ANP-C, FAAN
Tuesd _ Wenshan Tsao, MS - Coordinator of the
| u|e529aty|"1 Zéf)ooopp'\:/l' Zoom Career Series Flow Cytometry and Microscopy Core
uly ' Sean Fitzgerald, MPH, RBP - Director of Biosafety
Thursda . B}
luly 31511' 1138 ﬁl\l\;ll Auditorium Meet the PI Jigarkumar Desai, PhD
Tuesd _ Madhuvika Murugan, PhD - Lead of
ues ay'h ZEEIFJOOOPP'\IC/I_ Zoom Career Series Special Research Programs and Communication
August 5t ’ Ariel Aptekmann, PhD - Bioinformatician
Thursda 3 -
August 7}cl’h 11129300AP|\|<|/| Auditorium Meet the PI James Merritt, PhD
ugu .
Frida : -
A tgth 1112(_)8)0':% Conference Room Presentation Workshop
ugus :
Thursday 1112:93?0'?:/'_ Auditorium Meet the PI Heather Derry-Vick, PhD
A :
August 14th 24:9300PPMM- Auditorium Summer Scholars Research Day



